























































































































































































































































Why Update Now?  Purpose
• We know more about what matters to student 
success, institutional improvement efforts, and 
properties of the NSSE survey itself
• NSSE must stay relevant 
to current issues
• Starting in 2005, we kept 
the survey largely 
unchanged with the aim 
of rolling out major 
updates at longer-term 
intervals
Why Update Now?  Goals
• Maintain core purpose of assessing student 
engagement in effective educational practices 
to inform improvement
• Stay current with trends in higher education
• Improve clarity, consistency, and applicability 
of survey
• Improve properties of 
existing measures
• Incorporate new measures 
relevant to effective 
teaching and learning
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How did the NSSE items change?
• About a quarter of NSSE 
items are new, about the 
same proportion remained 
unchanged. 
• Of the half that changed, 
an equal number were 
modified in major or 
minor ways. 
• Deleted items maintained 
the overall length.
























New Content in 2013
•Learning Strategies









How can you track item changes?
• Item by Item Comparisons of NSSE 2012 and 
NSSE 2013:  
• nsse.iub.edu/pdf/NSSE 2012-2013 Item 
Comparisons.pdf
The Former NSSE Benchmarks
are being Retired!
• Level of Academic Challenge
 Time, effort, and coursework emphasis on intellectually 
challenging and creative work
• Active and Collaborative Learning
 Active involvement in learning and working with others
• Student-Faculty Interaction
 Interacting with faculty as mentors and instructors in and out of 
the classroom
• Enriching Educational Experiences
 Complementary learning activities in and out of the classroom 
that augment the curriculum
• Supportive Campus Environment
 Perceptions of support for academic and nonacademic success

































































•Additional modules will be  developed 
over time — send us your great ideas!
Opportunities for Partnership
Who might be interested? 
teaching practices?
learning strategies ?
• Expanded content on diverse interactions, leadership, 
likely to be of interest to student affairs, accreditation 
committees, academic departments 
• How might you generate interest in new results?                






What will remain the same?
• Meaningful, actionable data about educational 
quality
• Updated resources 
(Accreditation Toolkits,                                            
Facilitators Guide)
• Updated FSSE & BCSSE
• Customizable                                                            
comparison groups
• What do you most want to see retained?
• What NSSE data, report, or feature is most 
important to you and your campus? 41
How might you prepare???
•Re-familiarize yourself with the NSSE 
data you already have
What was most valued (items, benchmark 
scores, multi-year data etc.) and how will this 
be affected?
•Review the updated NSSE survey 
http://nsse.iub.edu/html/survey_instru




How might you prepare???
•Find new partners!  NSSE has many new 
measures and features – results cross 
divisions, units, are campuswide
Meet with IR
Form partnerships with faculty/academic 
units, to explore common areas of interest
Link data to processes – accreditation, annual 
reports…
What other questions do you have?
Ideas, feedback, and 
questions:
Jillian: jikinzie@indiana.edu
nsse.iub.edu
